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Meeting MINUTES
Chemical Hygiene Committee
Date | time 10/20/2022 2:00 PM | Location Zoom
In Attendance
Mark Woods, Chemistry Professor (Chair)| Scott Jaqua, Asst. Director of EHS, RSO, CHO | Lindsay Henderson, Laboratory Safety Specialist and Biosafety Officer | Shuvasree Ray, Chemistry Professor | Kim Brown, Biology Professor | Jen Morse, ESM Professor | Rolf Koenenkamp, Physics Professor | Becca Wilson-Ounekeo, ESM Lab Manager | Xavier Oberlander, Art Program Assistant | Ben Perkins, Geology Professor | Mike Wendel, Biology Teaching Lab Manager | Emma Duehr Mitchell, COTA Workshops Coordinator |Special Guests: Jeff Rook, Director of EHS | Sarah Bartlett, Chemistry Department Manager (standing in for Nic)
Absent
Elliott Gall, MME Professor | Kaleb Hood, Student Representative from MME | Nic Meier, Chemistry Stockroom Manager (SRTC) | Shannon Roth, Director, Research Integrity & Compliance Operations |
Welcome & Introductions
Narrative:
· Mark welcomes the committee to its first meeting of Fall 2022. There are three new members serving on the committee, Rolf Koenenkamp, Ben Perkins and Emma Duehr Mitchell. Introductions are made and the meeting commences. 
Discussion & Approval of the 5/12/22 Meeting Minutes
Narrative:
· The committee reviews the meeting minutes and the committee unanimously approves the meeting minutes as-is.
Lab Service Animal Update
Narrative:
· Jeff gave an update to the committee about where this stands with the DRC and General Council. 
· Need to be compliant with ADA
· PI/Faculty member/Researcher needs to disclose the hazards in the syllabus/or in lab training for a space
· Syllabus language needs to be included for all lab courses
· Service animal language/policy needs to be referenced and included in the CHP, as well as in the monthly Working Safely in the Lab Trainings
· PPE for service animals – is it necessary? Who would provide it? List of resources as to where to purchase needed PPE for DRC from the CHC?
· Special consideration needs to be taken for labs with active IACUC protocol(s) – is the service animal considered a predator of research animal being used?
· Who does DRC notify when a student reaches out notifying them that they have a service animal? Doesn’t seem to currently make it to Professor on record for the teaching courses.
Action Items:
· Follow up with DRC still needed.
· Lindsay will update the CHP, once language is finalized for the lab service animal policy.
Lab Incidents
Narrative:
· There were quite a few incidents reported since our last meeting in May. There was not enough time to cover them all in this email.
· The first incident reported ended up receiving come local news coverage. Lakeridge High School students from Lake Oswego were attending a Chemistry lab in SRTC. 30 minutes into the pre-lab lecture one student threw up and complained of not feeling well. Another 15 minutes in another two students almost passed out. It was thought that it was the best to evacuate students from the lab. As staff was attending to the sick students and getting ready to evacuate, more students started complaining of high pressure in their ears, headaches and lightheadedness. Students were evacuated from the lab and taken outside for fresh air. Their Teacher decided that it was best for them to leave and go back to their school at this point.
· Air quality testing immediately ensued. Nothing was found to be an issue in the lab.
· It was determined to probably be carbon monoxide exposure on the bus to PSU. The bus broke down on the way to PSU, as well as on the way back.
· Three students were actually hospitalized for this exposure.
· Response (on PSU’s part) went very well. There was a delay in contacting CPSO.
· Risk Management encourages supplemental insurance for events like this one. There is also a field trip liability form that needs to be signed by all participants prior to entering a PSU building.
Action Items:
· Lab incident review for this period will continue at the next meeting. Any additional reported incidents (between this meeting and the next) will also be included in that review.
Meeting Frequency
Narrative:
· Typically, this committee has been meeting once a month during the school year, nine times a year, for about an hour and a half.
· Would it be better to meet for shorter amounts of time more frequently or for a longer amount of time less frequently?
· The meetings will stay on Zoom for the foreseeable future.
Action Items:
· It was determined that the committee would like to meet twice a quarter for an hour and half. For now, the meeting will stay on Thursdays from 1:30-3pm.
Other Items
Narrative:
· Tomorrow (10/21/22) all surplus items left in the SRTC hallway will be tagged giving notice that the items will be removed if not claimed.
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